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Abstract
As dentists, the words we never want to hear from our patients are: 
“Doctor, my implant is loose”

Your heart stops beating. Then after you catch your breath, you think: 
“Is it the implant or is it the restoration?”
“Is it the cement or is it the abutment?”
“Is the screw loose or is the screw broken?”

There are a host of heartaches awaiting us if we ignore certain basic principles of restorative implant dentistry, material 
science and screw dynamics This presentation will be of interest to both the experienced and the novice practitioner 
as it will result in effortless decision making and will enable the restorative dentist to not only collaborate better with 

Course objectives
— Criteria for screw retained vs cement retained 

restorations 
— Know what are the ideal abutment contours for 

restorations to maintain and support soft tissue 
— Rationale for material choices for abutments and 

crowns
— Understand the principles of screw dynamics
— Reduce failures and complications with implant 

restorations
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Joint compression (p) depends on a number of variables such as preload
force Fa), friction angle (α) and contact length (l). Small changes 

in any of these parameters can lead to extreme load and stress conditions, 
which can cause implants to fracture.
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